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Robert Streibel

APRIL IN STEIN

April in Stein tells of life and survival in prison, forced labour and political resistance, but above all

the mass murder in Krems for the first time.

During the Nazi tyranny, the prison in Krems-Stein was the largest in the "Ostmark" or ‘Eastern March’; the Nazi’s name for

Austria. This was where dissidents were imprisoned – communists and "saboteurs", resisters from Austria and Eastern Europe. On

April 6 1945, the prison governor opens the gates of the prison when faced by the advancing Red Army, but the SS, SA and local

people hunt and kill hundreds of political prisoners in an unprecedented massacre. Some manage to escape, some survive by

hiding in cellars, and their reports form the basis of Robert Streibel’s polyphonic panorama.
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