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With “Astray”, Martin Lechner offers us another enigmatic and superbly entertaining game of

deception.

Powerfully eloquent, funny and expressive, the novel tells of Lars, a school drop-out who evades military service in favour of
community service in the workshops of a psychiatric hospital. There, Lars finds refuge from his mother, whose abusiveness is
worse than that of any raging patient. This is also where Lars meets Hanna, a patient who swiftly gets him tangled up in all manner
of delightful scuffles, but whose radical attitude soon takes on a threatening scale. Was it her who torched the workshop leader’s
car? How long before the flames of their passion also devour Lars’ fragile attempts to find his place in the world? And can those

who’ve gone astray ever find their way back to an orderly life?
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