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Maximilian Ronge was the last director of the Austrian k.u.k. monarchy’s secret service. His career shows several similarities to the

one of Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, who headed the German military intelligence service under the Nazi regime. Ronge was an

important figure in the time of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy and also later, when Austria had become a republic. He used his

extended networks of spies against “all kinds of traitors”, secessionists, socialists and Bolsheviks. Before 1938, no spy in Austria

could possibly evade him. Even after being released from the Dachau concentration camp, Ronge continued his activities. After the

end of WW II, he cooperated with the American occupants to set up a new secret service in Austria. These are only a few milestones

in Ronge’s career. In the...

VERENA MORITZ

born in Eisenstadt in 1969, studied history and Russian in Vienna.
Spent several years conducting research in Russia. Lecturer at the
universities of Salzburg and Vienna. Her most recent publications
with Residenz Verlag are 1917: Austrian Voices on the Russian
Revolution (2017) and Lenin (2023), co-written with Hannes
Leidinger.
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HANNES LEIDINGER

born 1969, studied history, classical archaeology and primeval and
ancient history in Vienna. He is an exhibition curator, an advisor
for radio broadcasts and TV documentaries and directs scientific
research projects. He also teaches at the Department of
Contemporary History of the University of Vienna. Leidinger has
published widely and is head of the Vienna branch office of the
Ludwig Boltzmann Institut fiir Kriegsfolgenforschung. Most
recently published by Residenz Verlag: “Habsburgs schmutziger
Krieg” (Habsburgs' dirty war) (2014). He has co-authored the book
“Hitler - pragende Jahre” (Hitler - The formative Years) (2020) with
Christian Rapp.
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GERHARD JAGSCHITZ

was born in 1940, historian. Since 1985 University Professor in
Vienna. Next to scientific publications he wrote many historic
Non-Fiction Books. Gerhard Jageschitz died in 2018.
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