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Boris Schumatsky

THE SEINE FLOWS INTO THE
BLACK SEA

A multifaceted novel about home and exile, love and violence, delusion and resistance

The Russian-Jewish narrator lives in Berlin. He can no longer visit his ailing mother in Moscow, as he faces arrest if he returns. All

that remains are telephone conversations in which her voice grows ever fainter, memories of growing up under a violent

dictatorship, and the countless secrets shared around his parents’ kitchen table. Many of these stories were told by the resourceful

Natalia, who once worked as a concierge at the Paris hotel where Paul Celan lived and who knows more about Celan’s life and

loves than researchers have ever uncovered. With remarkable skill, Schumatsky weaves together his political despair over Russia’s

war against Ukraine and the antisemitism on his own doorstep with images from childhood and a deeply personal interpretation of

Celan’s life, writing and deat...

BORIS SCHUMATSKY

Born in Moscow in 1965, Boris Schumatsky has lived and worked
as a freelance writer in Berlin and Munich since the mid-1990s. His
essays on political affairs have appeared in publications including
“taz”, “DIE ZEIT”, “NZZ” and “Süddeutsche Zeitung”. In 2025, at
the invitation of Philipp Tingler, he read an excerpt from “Die
Seine fließt ins schwarze Meer” at the Bachmann Competition in
Klagenfurt, where he won the Deutschlandfunk Prize. Boris
Schumatsky was shortlisted for the 2026 Wortmeldungen Literary
Prize for Critical Writing. Residenz Verlag published his political
essay “Der neue Untertan” in 2016 and his novel “Die Seine fließt
ins schwarze Meer” in 2026.
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