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Esther Kinsky

DISTURBANCES

A brilliant examination of a multi-faceted concept: ‘disturbance’.

In this essay, Kinsky explores the human and natural influences on our environment that bring about fundamental changes. But

what exactly characterises a disturbance, and how can we approach this negatively-charged word in a way that opens up

unexpected avenues of thought? Esther Kinsky centres this essay around the concept of ‘disturbed land’. The term refers to a piece

of land that is gradually being returned to a state of nature, generally after a period of very intensive use and appropriation by

human beings. Drawing on various examples, Kinsky offers a powerful analysis of the tension between nature and culture,

exploitation and reconquest, as well as historical pollution as a far-reaching field of disruption. Her perspective on the world leads

to surprising and poetic insights.
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