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IT WOULD BE NICE NOT TO BE
A WRITER
Tagebücher

Master of marvelling, failure in believing: on being an anachronistic contemporary.

“I was a master of marvelling and a failure in believing,” Amanshauser once wrote on himself. In this attitude, open-minded and

extremely sceptical at the same time, he spent decades in his lookout high up on Salzburg’s Festungsberg hill. Secluded, but not

isolated; withdrawn, but not indifferent. With ingenuity and acuity, a playful humour and unapologetic seriousness he defended

his convictions - against all forms of dogmatism, banality and megalomania. All his books tell this story; most of all, however, do

his diaries - a seleciton of them is now published for the first time. The observations and self-reflections in this book, alert, irritated,

brilliant, scornful, dreamy and relentless to the point where Parkinson’s disease began its work of destruction, remind the reader

how much G...

GERHARD AMANSHAUSER

was born in 1928 in Salzburg. He studied maths and physics in
Graz and German and English language and literature in Vienna,
Innsbruck and Marburg. In the 1970s he became known as the
writer of books such as „Schloß mit späten Gästen" (Castle with
late guests, 1975, turned into a film in 1981). From 1955 to his
passing in 2006 he lived as a writer in Salzburg.

DANIEL KEHLMANN     (FOREWORD BY)

geboren 1975 in München, studierte in Wien Philosophie und
Germanistik. Sein Roman „Die Vermessung der Welt“ wurde in
vierzig Sprachen übersetzt.
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