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Brave, tender and unsentimental, this new novel by Kaska Bryla is about struggling for survival

under immensely difficult circumstances.

The summer of 2020 is hot and beautiful, yet fear and uncertainty are everywhere—including the caravan park community where
the author lives, struggling with a serious illness. She draws strength from conversations in her head, talking to her father, who was
interned in a gulag as a member of the Polish underground. His act of resistance has affected her profoundly. Her own battle to live
life on her own terms as a queer woman is similar, yet in many ways very different. She also draws strength from Karl, a baby crow
abandoned by its mother, which she cares for while it’s still unable to fly. Loving, laconic and surreal, the novel interweaves
snatches of conversation with the author’s father with fever dreams and loneliness. This book reminds us of what it means to keep

your promises.

KASKA BRYLA

grew up between Vienna and Warsaw. She studied economics in
Vienna and studied at the German Literature Institute in Leipzig,
where she co-founded the literary magazine and author network
‘PS - Politisch Schreiben” in 2015. She was editor of the monthly
magazine ‘an.schlage’ and has received numerous scholarships
and prizes. Her theatre play ‘Im Herzen der Krdhen’ premiered in
2023. Her debut novel ‘Roter Affe’ was published in 2020, followed
by the novel ‘Die Eistaucher” in 2022. In 2024, Kaska Bryla was
invited by Brigitte Schwens-Harrant to read an extract from ‘Mein
Vater, der Gulag, die Krdhe und ich” at the Ingeborg Bachmann
Prize in Klagenfurt.
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