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Burkhard Spinnen

READING AWAY
A litany

Readings at schools are like away games: defeat must be expected.

When an author holds a reading of his books in a house of literature, a bookstore, a public library, it’s a home game for literature.

The audience is full of experts and connoisseurs. Schools are the opposite: the reader steps onto difficult terrain. Bringing literature

to school is like playing an away game. Defeat must be expected. Then again, games won away count double. In other words,

school is a place where literature can create a life-long impact. Burkhard Spinnen recounts experiences from readings at schools. In

“Reading Away” he describes the events at his readings. In his observations the author also takes the time to ponder what function

literature should have at school and what role it plays today. A pointedly vivid book on the reality of the pedagogical province

beyond the ...
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