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An intriguing and fascinating story about the birth of the Red Cross and the beginning of the

Habsburg Empire’s downfall.

On site where on June 24, 1859, the Battle of Solferino ended with the defeat of the Austrian army under Emperor Franz Joseph L
Here, the French troops led by Napoleon I, an ally of the Sardinian Kingdom, managed to pave the way for Italian unification. The
renowned Austrian author Joseph Roth’s famous novel “Radetzky March” eternalized the small town of Solferino in a literary
monument, while Henry Dunant’s first-hand report on the gruesome battle and the suffering of the wounded soldiers in its
aftermath led to the founding of the International Red Cross and the adoption of the Geneva Convention. When Ulrich Ladurner
found the diaries of his great-grandfather, a man from South-Tyrol who was drafted to join the fight by lot, he set out into a past

unknown to him. The political and h...

ULRICH LADURNER

born in 1962 in Meran, studied Political Science and History in
Innsbruck. Since 1999 he writes as a reporter for “Die Zeit” from
Iraq, Iran, Afghanistand and Pakistan. Numerous publications
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