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This portrait of an ensemble of great stylistic influence traces its history from its pioneering days to

the present.

Nowadays this is all taken for granted. The classical music market is populated by whole droves of ensembles producing "original"

sound, young musicians demonstrate their mastery on period instruments, and the term "Klangrede" [music as speech] has long

become everyday usage. In 1953, when the cellist Nikolaus Harnoncourt and his wife Alice, a violinist, began a private artistic

experiment together with a handful of interested colleagues,

Early Music was uncharted territory. For four years, Harnoncourt and

his friends rehearsed in their living-room, researching musical material and instruments, techniques and sounds until they were

ready to venture into public performance. Insatiable curiosity, unseen assiduity and inexhaustible devotion to an idea whose

success was unforeseeable charact...
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