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Cordula Simon

THE WOLVES OF PRIPYAT

As convincing as it is provocative, Simon's novel is a portrait of a not-so-distant future in which

surveillance state and identity politics make for a perfect match.

Fast-paced and humorous, Cordula Simon's biting novel describes a future that is worryingly close to our present. Surveillance and

self-regulation by means of an implanted log have become common place – those who don't participate attract suspicion. When

Sandor, the weatherman on Honest Airwaves reveals the destructive intentions of the Tolerance Union while on air, the regime's

response is merciless. He is persecuted relentlessly, just like the "Wolves of Pripyat", an alleged terrorist group that fights against

the Consul who reigns over the Union with supposed benevolence. Simon's sweeping novel is a hallucinatory vision of a future in

which even the longed-for freedom is no more than a digitally generated illusion, a particularly cunning trick of the system.
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