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Martin Pollack

TOPOGRAPHY OF
REMEMBRANCE

An infallible guide through our most painful, but necessary memories Martin Pollack is one of the

leading authors in the field of East European history. His work is a continuous effort against

forgetting the victims of the 20th century. [Georg Renöckel, NZZ]

"Topografie der Erinnerung" is a collection of the brilliant essayist's most striking speeches and articles. They deal with topics as

diverse as the massacre of Reichnitz in the last weeks of the war; so-called "Reibepartien" (scrub groups) where Jews were

humiliated and forced to scrub the street; the myth of Galicia; Poland and Ukraine's postwar history; or Pollack's own family's

entanglement with the Nazis. His investigations are always astute and critical, they are always aimed at keeping memory alive and

against false claims of innocence. Time and again he asks the key question of memory politics: How can and must we deal with

these memories today?

MARTIN POLLACK

born 1944 in Bad Hall, studied Slavic studies and Eastern
European history. He is a translator of Polish literature, journalist,
and author. He was foreign correspondent for the magazine
Spiegel in Vienna and Warsaw between 1987 and 1998. His work
has been highly acclaimed, including the Ehrenpreis des
österreichischen Buchhandels für Toleranz in Denken und
Handeln (2007) and the Leipziger Buchpreis zur Europäischen
Verständigung (2011). He lives in southern Burgenland and
Vienna. His most recent publications include: "Der Tote im Bunker.
Bericht über meinen Vater" (2004), "Kaiser von Amerika. Die große
Flucht aus Galizien" (2010), and "Kontaminierte Landschaften"
(2014).  
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