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Susanne Scholl

WAKING DREAM

A courageous and deeply personal novel about strong women and the fight for a life after survival

Born into a Jewish pre-war family in Vienna, Fritzi’s childhood is characterised by visits to the Viennese Prater and early romances.

As a young woman, she flees to England to escape Nazi persecution. She marries Theo, returns to Vienna and is a vivacious and

warm-hearted mother to her daughter Lea. But sometimes, Fritzi is so overcome with a nameless sorrow that she cannot get out of

bed in the morning. Later, her daughter Lea’s life also seems to be a success, full to the brim with marriage, children, grandchildren

and career. Yet she too is haunted by dark dreams and family memories. When more and more people arrive in Vienna fleeing war

and terror in Syria and Afghanistan, this challenges Lea’s feeling of helplessness and her successful life threatens to fall apart.
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