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Michael Köhlmeier

WHEN I SAY WE

A clever book about the explosive power of a tiny word – about the We that excludes and the We

that can include us all.

Michael Köhlmeier's contemplations on We are a plea for an inclusive community. The We can soothe, because it offers the lonely I

a home and a notion of where it comes from. This We can provide integration. It is close to the I, it tells stories. But We is also a

uniform that can be worn. Anyone can become the enemy of this We, it turns us into opportunists and dogmatists. This military We

generates myths to sanction ideologies. But how does one We turn into the other? How does intimate family history turn into an

ardent desire to kill and die for something that nobody has ever seen? And what can be done to prevent this transformation? The

great raconteur Michael Köhlmeier delves deeply into the two-faced nature of We.
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