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WHEN THE JASMINE PUTS
DOWN ROOTS
How I learned to find home within myself

The follow-up to the bestselling "When the Jasmine Leaves" goes straight to the heart.

In "When the Jasmine Puts Down Roots", Jad Turjman explains what happened to him after he successfully fled Syria and made a

new home in Austria. He reflects on the differences and commonalities between the two cultures, the linguistic gaffes that Syrians

learning German can make, and the racism that has sometimes confronted him. Of course, Austrians and their quirks also come

under the microscope, and his outsider’s viewpoint is often highly illuminating. Turjman explores how a person can process

traumatic events and describes his personal experience of therapy. The follow-up to his bestselling "When the Jasmine Leaves" is

multi-layered, humorous and profound.

JAD TURJMAN

Born in Damascus in 1989, Turjman studied English literature and
worked for the Damascus city administration until fleeing his
country in 2014. Settling in Salzburg in 2015, he was employed by
the Workers' Samaritan Foundation until 2018 and went on to
work for the 'Heroes' project. His first book, “When the jasmine
leaves – The story of my escape” (2019), became a success and
Turjman has given countless public readings since its publication.
He has been performing his first solo show – “Der Flüchtling Ihres
Vertrauens” (The refugee of your trust) – since 2019. Most recently
published: "Der Geruch der Seele" (Scent of the Soul) (2021),
"Wenn der Jasmin wurzeln schlägt" (When the Jasmine Puts Down
Roots) (2022). www.jadturjman.com

KARIM EL-GAWHARY     (FOREWORD BY)

geboren 1963 in München. Seit 1991 Nahost-Korrespondent für
verschiedene deutschsprachige Zeitungen, seit 2004 Leiter des
ORF-Nahostbüros in Kairo. Zuvor fünf Jahre als Vertreter des
ARD-Rundfunkstudios in Kairo tätig. 2011 erhielt er den
„Concordia Presse-Preis“, 2012 wurde er zum
Auslandsjournalisten des Jahres gewählt, 2013 zum Journalist des
Jahres in Österreich, 2018 erhielt er den Axel-Corti-Preis.
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VLADIMIR VERTLIB     (AFTERWORD BY)

born in Leningrad in 1966. His family emigrated to Israel in 1971,
then successively moved to Italy, Holland and the US before
settling in Austria in 1981. Vertlib studied economics and has lived
in Salzburg and Vienna as an author since 1993. His works
encompass novels, short stories, essays and articles. In 2001, he
received the Adelbert von Chamisso fellowship grant as well as
the Anton Wildgans prize. Vertlib's works include the novel 'Lucia
Binar und die russische Seele', which was longlisted for the 2015
Deutscher Buchpreis. His novel 'Zebra im Krieg' is published in
February 2022.
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